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PROFESSOR C. T. ODHNER'S ACCOUNT OF WILLEM 

USSELINCX AND THE SOUTH, SHIP, AND WEST 

INDIA COMPANIES OF SWEDEN. 

TRANSLATED BY PROFESSOR GREGORY B. KEEN. 

[The following extract from Professor Odhner's Sveriges Inre Historia 
under Drottning Christinas Formyndare, pp. 299 et seq. (Stockholm, 1865), 
forms an appropriate introduction to the same writer's invaluable contribu- 
tion to the history of Swedish colonization on the Delaware translated in 
this Magazine, vol. iii. pp. 269 et seq., and pp. 395 et seq. The authorities 
on which the statements iu it are based, chiefly MSS. in the Eoyal Archives 
at Stockholm, are cited in footnotes in the original. Some points, appa- 
rently taken from it, appear in a paper entitled Some Account of William 
Usselinx and Peter Minuit, read by the late Joseph J. Mickley before the 
Historical Society of Delaware in 1874 (Wilmington, 1881). — Tkans.] 

After the Swedish South Company, founded by the Dutch 
Willem Usselincx, by its union with the Ship Company of 
the Towns, in 1630, was put in a position for active progress, 
the next problem was to enlist foreign capital in the enter- 
prise. The successes of the Swedes in Germany suggested to 
Usselincx the thought of employing the resources of this 
country for that purpose. Gustavus Adolphus embraced the 
plan with interest, and in October, 1632, at Nuremberg, ap- 
proved the scheme set forth by Usselincx for the extension 
of the privileges to the German nation, and constituted him 
director of the work. These acts were confirmed and pub- 
lished by Axel Oxenstjerna at the meeting at Heilbrunn in 
April, 1633 ; and that statesman likewise issued a letter invit- 
ing participation in the enterprise from Frankfort the same 
year. Usselincx also added an explanation of the great excel- 
lence and importance of the scheme, written especially for Ger- 
many, called Mercurius Germanics, together with practical in- 
structions for the accomplishment of it. The plan, which was 
to have been concluded in January, 1634, seems not to have 
succeeded as was desired, for the subject was taken up again 
at the meeting at Frankfort in 1634, when the deputies of 
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the four upper circles confirmed the privilege. Immediately 
afterwards, however, the battle of Nordlingen put an end to 
the whole undertaking, and Usselincx went to France, and 
endeavoured to interest the government of that country in the 
Swedish Company. In the year 1636 we find the indefati- 
gable schemer in Holland, where he again tried the patience 
of the government with his prolix views concerning the 
realization of his cherished South Company. His proposal 
not being hearkened to here either, in 1689 he sought to 
bring about an alliance between Sweden, France, and England 
for the same object, and at the same time directed against 
Spain. The following year he laboured in behalf of his pro- 
ject in the Hanse Towns, with similar lack of success, and 
finally, in 1643, was installed as Swedish agent in Holland. 

While Usselincx was thus occupying half of Europe with 
the important business of the Swedish South Company, cir- 
cumstances brought about a new course of development for it. 
After the directors of the South Company in Sweden had 
taken charge of sixteen well-equipped vessels belonging to the 
Ship Company, they hegan to send these forth on naval ex- 
peditions. The voyages, however, were attended with no 
better result than the seizure, in 1632, of four of the ships in 
Spain (as was asserted, through the treachery of the com- 
missary who accompanied them), and the condemnation to 
arrest, in 1634, of five vessels in Holland, although the latter 
were promptly set at liberty. The directors were severely 
censured, the blame falling chiefly on their head man, Abr. 
Cabeliau. They were accused by the partners before the 
high court of justice, which pronounced them guilty of 
negligence ; but on the revision of this judgment, and after 
the taking of fresh testimony in 1635, they were acquitted 
by the government. They were ordered, however, to finish 
the account of their administration which had long been 
solicited by the associates. This demand was repeated by 
the estates at the riksdag in 1635, and at the meeting in 1636 ; 
and in 1637 the government appointed certain revisers, and 
fixed a day for their work : still neither then nor later did 
any examination take place, and in 1640, and in 1642, on 
Vol. vii. — 19 
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complaint of the clergy, it was said that the partners should 
procure the revision as best they could. At the meeting 
of 1636 the question was also raised, what more should be 
undertaken with the ten vessels, which constituted the sole 
remaining property of the Company. At the conference, 
which C. Fleming held, concerning this subject, with the 
estates, some urged that the Crown should make good the 
losses, the clergy desired that the Company should be dis- 
solved and the residue be divided, but the greater number 
seemed to favour distributing the ships and partners among 
certain cities, from which trade might be carried on with the 
vessels. Some of these were also employed the following 
year for the new expedition to America. In 1640 the gov- 
ernment resolved to purchase the ships on behalf of the Crown, 
but soon afterwards, instead of this, deemed it best, without 
consulting the partners, to unite the few that remained with 
the recently formed West India Company, into which the 
former Ship and South Companies thus entered as associates. 



